The New MX5 web site and the Photo Gallery.
There is no on-line facility for users to upload their photographs in a self administered fashion. 

Background

At this time self administered on-line services have not been contemplated due to firstly, an acute shortage of people within the club with skills to do write these. Secondly these facilities use background databases which become unstable or corrupted rendering the site useless and the ability to repair is restricted due to a shortage of skills. 
During construction of this website, many photo storage and on-line album - offsite facilities were investigated but were rejected due to limitations, advertisements and other malware that seems to be associated with this type of facility. If a member is aware of such an affordable facility that will suit our needs without undue negatives we are prepared to investigate it.

The Gallery has been designed to run in basic HTML and uses freeware software to achieve sizing and thumbnails.

How to get photos onto the gallery

Method 1- Send the photos via Email or Snail mail
If it is just a few and comes to about 3Mb in size, you can email to webmaster@mx5.com.au
If you have a lot of large photos, burn the images from the camera in JPG format onto a CD and mail to:

Mazda MX5 Club of NSW Inc
PO Box 402 Beecroft 
NSW 2119

Please ring 0409450906 before sending to ensure there is someone at the above address who can process them onto the web site in a timely fashion.

Method 2 – Pre-process the photos into an Album
The process below at first glance appears complex, but is really quite quick and easy after the first time.
Step 1 – Size the photos. Images need to be around 65k maximum. They also need to be of similar dimensions where possible.
Download a program called “resizer” from http://www.at32.com/doc/resizer.htm#downpay this is freeware program and it works a treat and can do large batches of photos in seconds. Set to reduce to 640x480 and continue to do this until photos are around the 65K or under.

Step 2 – Create your HTML image gallery. You just can’t get a better image program than Irfanview. Its free and it still beats anything that you would pay for. Download it from here: http://www.irfanview.com/ From the file menu, select “Thumbnails”, the photos you want and then from the file menu again select “save selected thumbs as html” follow the onscreen instructions and its all done.
Step 3 – Your image gallery should be created in a separate folder. Using Winzip or the zip facility in Windows XP, zip this folder to a file. If it is not too big, then email to the webmaster. You could email the images in Step1 in batches to get around size issues if your album is just too big.

Method 3 – Upload album to the website

If you are comfortable using a FTP facility you can upload the album you created to a nominated directory on our hosting server.

The webmaster will establish the hot link from Gallery Page.

Please make contact with webmaster to obtain usernames and passwords including the address of our hosting server. webmaster@mx5.com.au
Copies of this file and software are on our website. Check the publisher for updated versions.

This document can be accessed from the website by clicking this link:-


A copy of A32 Resizer can be obtained by clicking this link:-


A copy of Irfanview can be obtained by clicking this link:-



